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DEAN OF PERTH — RETIREMENT 
Statement  

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.45 pm]: I rise tonight to 
make a few remarks in recognition of the recently retired Dean of Perth, the Very Reverend Dr John Shepherd, 
who has made a significant contribution to the Western Australian community over many years and who, more 
personally, has become a very dear friend to our family. 

Dr Shepherd, or John as he is known to me, commenced his tenure as the Dean of Perth almost 25 years ago. He 
brought to this position a wealth of academic scholarship and a passion for the fields of theology and music. As  
a John Stewart of Rannoch Scholar at St Catharine’s College, Cambridge, he completed a PhD that coupled both 
of those passions. This is, of course, one of many degrees that he holds, including a Master of Sacred Music 
from the Union Theological Seminary in New York. Through various positions within dioceses overseas and 
across Australia, including chaplain of Christ Church, Oxford, from 1980 to 1988 and chaplain at the University 
of Western Australia from 1988 to 1990, he has been able to share with many his knowledge of both academic 
disciplines. But for Western Australians, I would suggest that it is for his contribution as Dean of Perth over 
20-plus years that he is most well-known. On one level his passion and support for the arts has seen St George’s 
Cathedral recognised internationally as a centre of excellence for the cathedral tradition, exemplified through its 
fine sacred choral music which is reflected in the various services held at the cathedral and through the cathedral 
concert series. John has also played a critical role within the broader Anglican community and across various 
community organisations, and he has, of course, overseen significant renovations and various building programs 
in and around the cathedral. Most importantly, though, it is his ministry at the cathedral that has assisted the lives 
of so many Western Australians. He has inspired critical thought and provided compassion and pastoral care, 
particularly in times of personal crisis and need. In that regard, I thank him for all that he has given to my family 
over many years, perhaps most particularly during my second and most challenging pregnancy with my son, 
Harry. His words of support and encouragement, along with a good dose of humour, for which he is renowned, 
helped keep me positive, even on the most difficult of days. For us, we felt particularly blessed that John 
baptised Harry following his safe arrival, as he had done for our daughter, Clare, a couple of years before. 

Although born in Adelaide and an avid Essendon supporter, I believe that John can certainly be given the title of 
an outstanding Western Australian. I wish him and his equally terrific wife, Joy, well in retirement and I again 
thank him for the wonderful contribution he has made to the broader life of the City of Perth. 

The PRESIDENT: Also knowing John Shepherd and his family, can I endorse those remarks and comments and 
extend him my best wishes. 
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